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_ A HAUNTED MAINTOP. .

How & Tulkative Pmirot Frightened the
Tars of an Engiish Bhip,

! Talking .about Rhoxts,” writes a corre-
spoudent of the Bhefliold (Bog. i raph,
our chief mate once told methat an bourd
aahip in which he cnce served the mate on
duty ordered soms of the youths to reef the
malntopauil. When the first got up he
besrd & strange voice saying: “ 1t blows
bard!" The lad waited for no more; he
was down in o trice and wld his adveniure.
A second imniedistely mscended, laughing
at the folly of his companion, but returned
even more quickly, declaring he was quite
sure that 8 volce not of this world had
cried In bis ear: “It blows hard!" An-
other went, and another, but each came
back with the same tale,

A length the mate having sent up the
whole wateh, run up the shrouds himsalf,
and when he reached the haunted spot
heard the dreadful words distinetly nttered
inhis ear:

* It blows hard ' |

“Aye, aye. old one; butblow it ever so

bard, we must ease the ear-rings for all
that," replied the mate, undsuntedly, und,
looking vound, Lie saw a fine parrot perched
on one of the clews—tune thoughtless suthor
of the false ularms—which had probabiy es-
ciped from some other vessel to tuke refuge
on this,

Another of ourofficers mentioned that on
oneof his voyages ho remembered a boy
baving been sent to clear a rope which had
got foul abeve the miméntop. Present'y,
however, e cams back trembling, and al-
most tumbiing to the bottom, deelaring that
he hud seen “Old Davy' aft the cross-
trees. Moreover, thut the, ovil oue hud &
huge head and fuce, with prick-eurs and
eyes as bright as fire. Two or threo others
wera sent up in sucosssion, to all of whom
the appurition glared forth, and wus identl-
fled by each to be *O.d'Davy," sure enough.

The mate, in u rage, atlength mounted
bimself, when resolutely, as in the former
case, searching for the bugbear, he soon
ascertained the jnnocent cause of 80 much
terror to be a lurge horned owl, a3 lodged as
to be out of sight o those who uscended on
the othn side of the vessel, bi% which,
when any one approached the cross-trees,
popped up his portentous visage to soe
what was coming, The mate brought him
down in tmumph, and “Old Davy,’ the
owl, became a very  peaceful shipmate
among the créw, who were no longer scared
by his horns and eyes, for sailors turn their
back on nothing when they know what it is,

Had the birds in these 1wo iustances de-
parted as they cume, of course they would
have been deemed supernatural viritants to
the respective ships by a!l who had heard
the one and seen the other.
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SOME QUEER WILLS,

Extraondiisry Documents Copled from
South Carollns Court Recorils.

In overhauling some of the old books in
e records of the probata court, Judge
Gleason has, mccording t» the Charieston
Newsand Courier, come across some queer
documents, Here are some of them:

A men, who has been dead so loug thathe
shall be nameless, was hanged in Charleston
for murder. He protested his innocence 10
the lust, and the day befors his execution
made a 71l leaving Uis personal property,
vilued at #4980 in money, and & silver watch
ahid chain to his relative. The last clause of
the will s as folloswvs:

“AiTdm 1o be hung to-morrow for the
murder of —, of which crime Iam inno-
cent, and firmly believing thatl was found
gulity by @ paciked jury, I bequeathto this
jury ‘evernal damnation, and in-order that
theirnames may be kmown to posterity I
herein insert their names, —, foreman,
end eleven others. I order ond direct that

my executor hereinafter named shall deliver
my body to the medical students of Charles-
ton, B, C, aud they are requested to hava
my bohés progérly oleaned, my skeleton

perly mounted, so thut it will pass

1 &8 & proof of the bribery and corrup-
tion used .in Lhe, conviution of wa inhocent
m_“

Another msn, long since deceased, nund
who was evidently & wealthy Frenchman,
ufter disposing of bis estate, provides for an
erring daughter as tollows:

“It Is 10 me a great cause of mortification
and regret/'to mention the name of Ciotiide,
my duughter, now twenuy-three -years old.
To protect-this wnstrument I bequeath to
her ous barleycorn. I pray she will repent
and pi for the Lord’s forgiveness.”

Ano ‘Man, who was o widower, and
had awolly deughter who seems to have
boen the -cause of much trouble to her
fathér, disposes .of his estate and gives 1o
his ter *‘My blood horse, Jim, fesling
sati that if she will either ride or drive
him it is ikely she will bs brought home a
corpae, in which satisfactory event then let
the horse be sold and the proceeds given to
the poon.”
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{Nothing Too (Good for Him.
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- * Howths Sextin Vigured 11,

wo ludies entered a fashionuble chn

In New York just before the Services :;.;h
gan, and oue of them remarked 10 the sex-
ton that the star on the pulpit, in which
were & great muny gus jets, hud the paoint
turned the wrong wuy, aud that 1% should
point up instead of down. The dignified old
inun, feeling that his quarter of a century's
Cxperieuce should entitle his opinlon to re.
speet, and realizing the gificuly of muking
4 chunge, straightened 1 p wod said: Ly
dies, we are told in the Scriptures that the
8tur hung over the manger to lead the wiss
men thither. If it was to guide them to the
sacred apot and direct them to the manger,
or course it would point dowa and ngg up.”"
The star remaiua as it was, -
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